
Valedictory Address by Megan Welch 
 The Future Belongs to You 
 

Good evening and welcome to all students, faculty, staff, parents, and the community 
joining us today. Thank you all for coming to the graduation ceremony of the Caledonia-
Mumford class of 2019. Congratulations everyone; we made it! Before I begin, my uncle, who is 
a former high school principal, gave me one piece of advice: to make this speech short and 
sweet, so that is what I did. You’re welcome.  

For those who know me, you know that I am very shy and reserved around new people. 
When I first shadowed Kaylin Keenan in 6th grade, I’m sure many of you thought I didn’t speak 
or didn’t speak English. While I sometimes get my words mixed up, I am confident to say that I 
can speak and I am fluent in English. Just ask Mr. Meloon.  

Throughout my entire life, I have never been much of a talker. When I was thirteen 
months old, I was adopted from China and when I came home to Caledonia, I avoided speaking 
until I was nearly two years old. Even at a young age, I wanted to make sure that everything I 
said and did was perfect.  

However, I quickly learned that life is not perfect. I decided to join gymnastics when I 
was in first grade. This was my first experience in which I was truly tested. I realized that this 
sport is very difficult both mentally and physically. The other gymnasts and I would have to push 
our comfort zones every day, as we needed complete focus and concentration to perform skills 
without injuring ourselves. Gymnastics helped me grow in ways that I will forever be grateful.  

At Cal-Mum, I was able to test my limits in a new way. I decided to join the Student 
Council in ninth grade and I made my way up to President this past year. Being involved in the 
Student Council has helped me work towards overcoming my fear of talking in front of people in 
various ways. As a result of leaving my comfort zone, today I have found my voice and I now 
can use it to advocate for things I believe in. I wanted to share these anecdotes with all of you to 
help explain an important lesson I have learned in my life: 

 
In order to step out of your comfort zone, you must be willing to fail.  
 
Nothing in our lives has ever been or will ever be flawless, but I learned that perfection is a 
social construct that differs for everyone. If you are striving for perfection, then what are you 
actually working towards? Once you think you have achieved your version of perfection, there 
are always new ways you can improve and better yourself. Try something new that you believe 
will enhance your quality of life. It may not work out the way you expected it to, but at least you 
can take something away from it. Learning from one’s experiences is much more valuable than 
the outcome. For example, I realized that softball is not for me, as it only lead to a broken fibula 
and a shingle to the eye when cleaning the field after a windstorm. 

However, once you take that jump out of your comfort zone, you never know what you 
will find. You may find new passions that you can use to help you in your future careers. Meet 
with and talk to different people, even those you feel intimidated by. You have the capability to 
form new relationships and connections that you will cherish forever. Embrace what you can 
learn from others. Travel and explore the world to learn about new places and cultures, taste 
unfamiliar foods, and seek knowledge. Always have an open mind and you will grow and 
prosper. You may have to make challenging decisions that test your moral values and beliefs, but 
stay true to yourself and life will work out.  



Do not forget that the end of your high school career is the beginning of the rest of your 
life. You are only skimming the surface of what you want to succeed at. Keep aspiring to be 
great and to achieve the unimaginable. Push mental and physical boundaries and I promise, you 
will surprise yourself in what you can accomplish.  

To my peers, thank those around you who have transformed your life. Use them as 
inspiration to help you swim into new waters that might not be the temperature you desire. Let us 
thank our parents and the community for always encouraging us to better ourselves and strive for 
our dreams. We all know it takes a community to raise a child. We are blessed to have had such a 
tight-knit, supportive environment to grow up in. Thank your teachers, as well, as they 
challenged our minds and inspired us. They are truly devoted to help us grow and succeed.  

Good luck in the future and remember, you are in charge of your own destiny. I challenge 
you to step outside of your comfort zone to inspire you to take on new endeavors, thereby 
fulfilling your dreams and aspirations. As Albert Einstein once said, “A person who never made 
a mistake never tried anything new.”  
 
Thank you, again, for being part of this very special occasion. I wish you all the world can offer.  


